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Philosophy of education can be described as one of the newest areas of study and also the oldest. It is the latest since the same discipline has acquired so many new theories from new contributors as from the twentieth century. Philosophy of education also qualifies to be referred to as the oldest discipline since it has been in use since time immemorial. It dates back to the times of Plato. Philosophy of Education gives guidelines on how members of the society are to be educated to become helpful to themselves and the broader community. Various Philosophers have contributed differently towards Philosophy of education, and their contributions are open to criticism. 
The first philosopher of Education who has had a great deal of impact on Philosophy of Education is Jean –Jacques Rousseau. As Perkins (2015) records, Rousseau believed that correct education should be dispensed from the standpoint of the child and not of the adult. Jean –Jacques Rousseau asserts that when training is offered to the young ones from the point of view of adults, it harms them as the educators hardly consider the young ones' needs and aspirations. I agree with this view as put forward by Rousseau. Education should be based on the interests of the child and not the interests of the adults. Educators should allow the child to choose what is attractive to him freely. The only Rousseau's view I differ with is opposition to books. Children should not be denied books as it is these books that form the basis of learning. When children cannot read and write, their reasoning remains retarded. 
Thomas Jefferson is the second leading contributor towards Philosophy of Education. For Jefferson, his views on education were controversial in different ways. One of his many views and that I agree with is that Jefferson advised that the young ones should receive public-supported instructions in reading, writing, and numbers for a period not less than three years (ALATTAS, 2018). I agree with such a view because these three areas are essential to any area of specialization a learner can choose later at higher levels of education. 
John Locke is the other Philosopher of Education who is famous for his belief that a child is born with a blank mind "Tabula rasa" that is filled with information and data throughout one's life (Bynum, 2015). The said information and data derived from the environment, and individuals acquire it through sensory experiences. I agree with such a view as no one can explain to others what he has not experienced before. John Locke advises that educators should help the young ones to grow morally upright by teaching them to do that which is good (Bynum, 2015). I tend to differ with such a view as some experiences in life will force an individual only to do something wrong as such experiences provoke one to react only in that particular way. 
Other major Philosophers have made a significant impact on Philosophy of Education through their theories. The theories put forward by these contributors have their strengths and weaknesses. For instance, I agree with Fredrick Douglass' statement that Education is a source of inspiration and hope (Moreno & Baptiste, 2015), but I disagree with his view that education can be a source of true freedom for a master may decide to feed individuals with false information hence enslaving them mentally. For Horace Mann, acquiring some knowledge was the same as receiving some power (McCarter, 2015). I agree with his view as a knowledgeable person has some ability to choose his destiny. The only Mann's belief that I tend to disagree with is the emphasis on the value of education. It is not all knowledge that valuable. It all depends on the quality and applicability of the acquired knowledge. John Dewey believed that real learning is acquired through doing (Williams, 2017). I agree with his view as when a learner participates hands-on in what he/she is supposed to learn, and the knowledge permanently sticks, but I disagree with his decision to reject areas of expertise such as metaphysics. Catherine Beecher advocated for the active participation of women both at home and at school (Goldstein, 2015). I agree with her view on women being included in matters of education, as all humans are endowed with different capabilities. On the other hand, I tend to differ with her view that only women should teach children (Goldstein, 2015). Both men and women play different roles in educating the young ones to become full members of society. 
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